Weatherization Program Notice 93-5

Effective Date - December 1, 1993

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDED INSTALLATION STANDARDS FOR MOBILE HOMES

PURPOSE: To provide technical assistance to the States on recommended installation
techniques for weatherization materials installed on mobile homes.

SCOPE: The provisions of this guidance apply to all grantees applying for financial assistance
under the Department of Energy Weatherization Assistance Program (DOE).

BACKGROUND: Title IV, Energy Conservation and Production Act as amended authorizes the
Department of Energy to administer the Low-Income Weatherization Assistance Program. All
grant awards made under this program shall comply with applicable law including, regulations
contained in 10 CFR Part 440, and other procedures applicable to this regulation as DOE may
from time to time prescribe for the administration of financial assistance. For many years, mobile
homes have been the source of much controversy over what are the most cost-effective
weatherization techniques to use and how to properly install the materials. A lot of theory, but
very little documented practical applications were available to assist the States. This manual,
when coupled with the "how to" manuals on mobile homes and the upcoming mobile home audit
being developed by DOE, will give State and local agencies the opportunity to develop a
comprehensive approach to addressing cost-effective mobile home weatherization.

DOE selected a national review panel of more than 30 weatherization experts to participate in
developing an installation standards manual for mobile homes. All of the procedures covered in
this manual have been field tested in different areas of the country and represent a consensus of
opinion on the quality of workmanship for installing weatherization materials in mobile homes.
This manual is designed to be easily updated or customized for the States.

The standards are designed to serve as a benchmark for defining quality workmanship and as a
tool for measuring quality performance. This guide can serve as a valuable resource to State and
local agencies when defining critical/fail performance elements, when training workers, or when
inspecting completed dwelling units.

PROCEDURES: This manual is for use voluntarily by State and local agencies. DOE will not
mandate its use. States, however, may choose to require its use by their subgrantees. Each State
will be furnished with two copies and may, if they desire, make any changes or customize the
manual for their respective weatherization program. This manual does not prescribe a priority list
for measures to be installed on mobile homes, rather it describes how to properly install the
materials selected by the energy audit for installation on the home. The standards in this manual
are designed to meet or exceed existing codes; however, more restrictive State and local codes
may apply and may require the State to make changes as needed to the manual.
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